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If you are curious and have come to explore... 

If you are weary and have come to rest... 

If you are grateful and have come to give thanks... 

If you are hurting and have come for solace.... 

If you are listening and have come to pray... 

If you are seeking and have come to join fellow seekers... 
 

PJILA’SI ❖ WELCOME ❖ BIENVENUE 
 

April 12th, 2020 
Easter 
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GATHERING 

We Affirm Our Faith                                                     from ‘A Song of Faith’ 

But death was not the last word. 

God raised Jesus from death, 

turning sorrow into joy, 

despair into hope. 

We sing of Jesus raised from the dead. 

We sing hallelujah. 
 

By becoming flesh in Jesus, 

God makes all things new. 

In Jesus’ life, teaching, and self-offering, 

God empowers us to live in love. 

In Jesus’ crucifixion, 

God bears the sin, grief, and suffering of the world. 

In Jesus’ resurrection, 

God overcomes death. 

Nothing separates us from the love of God.      

Nothing separates us from the love of God.      
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
the Christ candle is lit 
 

Easter Acclamation 

The tomb could not hold Jesus! 

New Life has been born! 

The empty grave; Easter’s surprise, 

From a table first formed on the eve of death, 

New Life has been born! 

Even the earth could not contain the bud of life ready  

to blossom into newness! 

New Life has been born! 

Mary and the other women, Easter’s unlikely messengers, 

told of how their emptiness had been filled with joy!                                 

New Life has been born! 

The tomb is empty, but we are full!  The world is full! 

New Life has been born! 

Full of life! Full of hope! Full of love! 

New Life has been born! 

Christ is Risen! 

Christ is Risen Indeed! 
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Gathering Prayer together 

God of resurrection, 

you have rolled the stone away 

   and the tomb of our world has been open wide. 

With the dawn has come a new creation. 

Let our celebrations today 

   empty our tombs, 

   renew our lives, 

   and release your power; 

through the risen Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

GROWING WITH GOD 

Dragon Talk  
 

Prayer for the Day 

The kingdom of love is coming because: 

somewhere someone is kind when others are unkind, 

somewhere someone shares with another in need, 

somewhere someone refuses to hate, while others hate, 

somewhere someone is patient - and waits in love, 

somewhere someone returns good for evil, 

somewhere someone serves another, in love, 

somewhere someone is calm in a storm, 

somewhere someone is loving everybody. 

Help that someone to be me. Amen. 
 

CENTERING 

Centering Silence  

How good it is to be alive!  

Yes, we feel the beat of our own hearts,  

the pulsing of life in our veins, the rhythm of our breathing.  

We come into the silence of this time  

with gratitude for this day. 

We come with our needs. 

And we come because we have gifts to share.  

In our coming and in our going may we be strengthened  

in our bonds of love and peace. 
Moment for Silent Reflection  
 

EXPLORING 
 

Traditional Gospel            Matthew 28:1-10   
 

Meditation “A Poem for Easter”                           by R. Preston Price, adapted 
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AFFIRMING 

Easter Affirmation   

This is the Good News – 

the Grave is empty 

Christ is Risen! 

Alleluia! 

This is the Good News –  

The light shines in the darkness 

and the darkness can never put it out! 

Alleluia! 

This is the Good News – 

Once we were no people 

now we are God’s people! 

Alleluia! 

This is the Good News –  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us! 

We are not alone! 

Thanks be to God! 

Alleluia! 
 

We Offer Our Gifts ~ Offertory ~ Prayer                        
 

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Invitation to the Table 

Jesus Christ, you meet us; 

your hands still wounded, 

your breath warm, 

and your conversation engaging. 

Death has not changed your accent                                                             

And though this world 

still shows signs of imperfection,  

the good news is that you have destined it 

and all its people to be made whole. 

So, as on that Easter evening,  

we gathered in your house. 

Join us. 

Come among us friend and stranger. 

Meet us here that we might be filled with the 

new life you offer us. 
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The Peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
We greet one another in expectation 

of greeting and meeting the Christ 
 

Communion Prayer Thanksgiving 

Friends hear the good news 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
 

A day begun in mourning and fear 

has turned to joy and witness. 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
 

A table left for the shadows of the garden 

has become a table drenched 

in the light of One mistaken for a gardener. 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
 

Come from the north and the south, 

the east and the west,  

come from your fears and grieving, 

your lost hopes and forgotten dreams –  

and come to a table set with grace and power  

that will not be deterred. 

For Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
 

Your steadfast love, O God, has ever been before us. 

Even when we have lost sight of that love, 

you God do not forsake us.         
                                     

By the urgings of the prophets,  

by the witness of faithful ones,  

you sought us out 

with a love that would not let us go. 

And in the fullness of time, 

you made that love and seeking incarnate. 

In birth that pointed to good news for all. 

In life and ministry that embodied 

grace and justice and compassion. 

In passion and death 

that challenged the core of our fears. 

In raising that unmasked inability  

of death itself to destroy that love. 

In all these things, you have revealed yourself 

and your good for us in all creation. 
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In bread broken, make whole our brokenness. 

In a cup poured out, fill us with your never-ending love. 

brimmed full of meaning as death itself gave way to life. 

send us from this table for the sake of life; 

Our life and the life of the world. 

For Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
 

Communion  

The gifts of God for the people of God.  
The bread and wine are shared  
 

Prayer after Communion  

Living God, we give thanks for this time shared around this table.  

From now on, whenever we walk in strange places, 

we shall find your footprints there; 

whenever we meet with unknown faces,  

we shall see your image there;  

whenever we face nameless terror,  

we shall hear your 'Fear not' there;  

whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  

we shall feel your heartbeat there.  

Wherever we go  

we start from here. 
 

The Prayer that Jesus Taught  
 

SCATTERING 

Parting Words  

Let us go in faith to ponder in our hearts the mystery  

and the wonder of this season...  

And now may we go in the certainty of faith,  

in the knowledge of love, and in the vision of hope.  

And in our going, may we be blessed.  
 

Words of Blessing  

Go out from this time to your daily journey through life.  

Take with you God's story which gives you 

strength and sustenance for the journey.  
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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Ministers of Music: Sue Richards & Beverley Little 

Clergy: Rev. Christine Johnson, BFA, M.Div (Hons) 

Church Study: 1985 Route 3, Harvey Station   Tel: 366-3220 

email: rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
For thousands of years, Indigenous people have walked on this land,  

their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. 
 

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the  

Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq peoples and acknowledge  

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FOODBANK SUNDAY is the last Sunday of the month. Locally, our 

ongoing support of the Food Banks is vital. Offerings of food and financial 

support enable many people to have access to the food they need.  
 

Children are an important part of our church community and are always 

welcome in worship. There are children’s bulletins for active minds and 

bodies located at the entrance of the sanctuary. There is also a children’s 

corner for those who would like to build or colour. Our nursery, located across 

the hall from the St. James Room, is available to our youngest members and 

their grown-ups and is equipped with a washroom and changing table. And we 

welcome children of all ages to join us for Sunday School each Sunday 

September to June. Nice to see you! We are glad you are here! 
 

Ways you can support our ministry at St. Andrew’s United Church  

Sign up to be a Sunday morning reader or to lend a hand with Sunday school. 

Come to one of our monthly gatherings like Theology on Tap or Coffee and 
Conversation. Sing in the choir. Like and share our Facebook posts. Use PAR 

(Pre-Authorized Remittance) for sharing financial gifts. There are lots of ways 

to support our shared ministry. Together we make a difference. For more info 

contact Rev. Christine at rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com  or 366-3220 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey 

Webpage: https://standrewsunitedharvey.com 

mailto:rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey

