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If you are curious and have come to explore... 

If you are weary and have come to rest... 

If you are grateful and have come to give thanks... 

If you are hurting and have come for solace.... 

If you are listening and have come to pray... 

If you are seeking and have come to join fellow seekers... 
 

PJILA’SI ❖ WELCOME ❖ BIENVENUE 
 

December 29th, 2019 
Christmas 1 
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GATHERING 

Gathering Music                            the asterisk * indicates rising in body or spirit 
 

Words of Welcome & 'This Week' at St. Andrew’s  
Notices, birthdays and anniversaries, significant events, Candle of Concern 
 

Entry into the Celebration ~ Lighting the Candles 
 

*Carol                                “Joy to the World”                                        59 
 

Opening Prayer 

Praise the Living God! Praise God from the heavens: 

Sun and moon and shining stars, praise the Living God! 

Praise God’s Holy Name, 

whose word speaks all things into being,     

who is present in the expanse of the universe, 

and in the voices of children. 

Praise the Living God, our rescuer and deliverer, 

whose wonder is found in the heavens and in all creation, 

who comes in innocence, and with mercy. 

O God, our light, our beauty, our rest: 

With the appearance of your Son you have brought us  

into your new creation. 

Form us into your people, and root our lives in you; 

through Christ, the Living Light. 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

*Carol                        “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                              43 
    

GROWING WITH GOD 

*We Sing                           “Halle, Halle, Halle”                                   958 
All young folks (and the young-at-heart) are invited to gather at the front 
 

Learning Together 

 

Prayer for the Day                                                    Thomas Carruth, adapted 

The kingdom of love is coming because: 

somewhere someone is kind when others are unkind, 

somewhere someone shares with another in need,  

somewhere someone refuses to hate, while others hate,  

somewhere someone is patient - and waits in love,  

somewhere someone returns good for evil, 

somewhere someone serves another, in love,  

somewhere someone is calm in a storm,  

somewhere someone is loving everybody.  

Help that someone to be me. Amen.  
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*Hymn                     “Happy Hallelujah Christmas Song” 

          Refrain:  Sing a happy hallelujah Christmas song, 

Clap your hands, come on sing along! 

Ha-ha- hallelujah, sing for joy, 

sing a happy song to the Baby Boy. 

Jesus, Jesus, little, bitty Baby lying on the hay; 

Jesus. Jesus, I want to praise you every day. (R)  
 

CENTRING  

Centering Silence                                                             Tom Haley, adapted                                                            

Amid all the noise in our lives, we take this moment to sit in silence: 

to give thanks for another day; 

to give thanks for all those in our lives 

who have brought us warmth and love; 

to give thanks for the gift of life. 

Let us open ourselves to the process of becoming more whole: 

of living more fully; 

of understanding more completely 

the meaning of our lives here on this earth.  
A moment for silent reflection                                                                     
 

Choir Selection  
 

EXPLORING 

Isaiah 35:1‒10 

Carol                           “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                            64 

Story 
 

Isaiah 11:1‒9 

Carol                             “Good King Wenceslas” 

Good King Wenceslas looked out 

On the Feast of Stephen 

When the snow lay round about 

Deep and crisp and even 

Brightly shone the moon that night 

Though the frost was cruel 

When a poor man came in sight 

Gathering winter fuel 
 

Hither, page, and stand by me, 

If thou knowst it, telling 

Yonder peasant, who is he? 

Where and what his dwelling? 

Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
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Underneath the mountain 

Right against the forest fence 

By Saint Agnes fountain. 
 

Bring me flesh and bring me wine 

Bring me pine logs hither 

Thou and I shall see him dine 

When we bear them thither. 

Page and monarch, forth they went 

Forth they went together 

Through the rude winds wild lament 

And the bitter weather 
 

Sire, the night is darker now 

And the wind blows stronger 

Fails my heart, I know not how 

I can go no longer. 

Mark my footsteps, good my page 

Tread thou in them boldly 

Thou shall find the winters rage 

Freeze thy blood less coldly. 
 

In his masters step he trod 

Where the snow lay dinted 

Heat was in the very sod 

Which the Saint had printed 

Therefore, Christian men, be sure 

Wealth or rank possessing 

Ye, who now will bless the poor 

Shall yourselves find blessing. 

Story 
 

Isaiah 9:2‒7 

Carol                        “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                      44 

Story 
 

Isaiah 63:7‒9 

Carol                            “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                 67 

Story               
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AFFIRMATION 

We Offer Our Gifts - *Offertory - *Prayer                                       544 

In gratitude and humble trust 

we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love 

with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 

in Jesus Christ, your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day 

until life’s work is done. 
 

SCATTERING            

*Blessing for the Way 
          

*Sung Benediction             “Go Now In Peace”        

  



 6 6 

ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Ministers of Music: Sue Richards & Beverley Little 

Clergy: Rev. Christine Johnson, BFA, M.Div (Hons) 

Church Study: 1985 Route 3, Harvey Station   Tel: 366-3220 

email: rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
For thousands of years, Indigenous people have walked on this land,  

their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. 
 

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the  

Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq peoples and acknowledge  

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FOODBANK SUNDAY is the last Sunday of the month. Locally, our 

ongoing support of the Food Banks is vital. Offerings of food and financial 

support enable many people to have access to the food they need.  
 

Children are an important part of our church community and are always 

welcome in worship. There are children’s bulletins for active minds and 

bodies located at the entrance of the sanctuary. There is also a children’s 

corner for those who would like to build or colour. Our nursery, located across 

the hall from the St. James Room, is available to our youngest members and 

their grown-ups and is equipped with a washroom and changing table. And we 

welcome children of all ages to join us for Sunday School each Sunday 

September to June. Nice to see you! We are glad you are here! 
 

Ways you can support our ministry at St. Andrew’s United Church  

Sign up to be a Sunday morning reader or to lend a hand with Sunday school. 

Come to one of our monthly gatherings like Theology on Tap or Coffee and 
Conversation. Sing in the choir. Like and share our Facebook posts. Use PAR 

(Pre-Authorized Remittance) for sharing financial gifts. There are lots of ways 
to support our shared ministry. Together we make a difference. For more info 

contact Rev. Christine at rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com  or 366-3220 
 

We have a Facebook page! 
You can find us at www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey 

mailto:rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey

