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If you are curious and have come to explore... 

If you are weary and have come to rest... 

If you are grateful and have come to give thanks... 

If you are hurting and have come for solace.... 

If you are listening and have come to pray... 

If you are seeking and have come to join fellow seekers... 
 

PJILA’SI ❖ WELCOME ❖ BIENVENUE 
 

December 22nd, 2019 
Advent 4 ~ Love 
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GATHERING 

Gathering Music                            the asterisk * indicates rising in body or spirit 
 

Words of Welcome & 'This Week' at St. Andrew’s  
Notices, birthdays and anniversaries, significant events, Candle of Concern 
 

Entry into the Celebration  
 

*Gathering Song              “Hark the Glad Sound”                            29 v1 

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

the saviour promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

and every voice a song. 
 

*Opening Sentences    

The time has come to enter and celebrate. 

Here we proclaim the fellowship of life. 

Here we rejoice in the beauty of the season. 

Come one, come all, come together 

to join in the spirit and mystery of Advent. 

Come let’s worship! 
 

*Hymn                            “All Earth is Waiting”                                      5 
                     

Gathering Prayer  

We pray: God of light that shines through all creation, shine in our 

worship and through our lives and church. Help us to bear witness to 

the light that dwells among us; through Christ, our way, our truth, 

our light. May it be so. Amen. 
    

GROWING WITH GOD 

*We Sing                           “Halle, Halle, Halle”                                   958 
All young folks (and the young-at-heart) are invited to gather at the front 
 

Dragon Talk 
 

We Mark Our Advent Journey ~ Love: The Magi show us the way 
 

We sing:                                 “Hope Is a Star”                                    7 v4 
 

Prayer for the Day                                                    Thomas Carruth, adapted 

The kingdom of love is coming because: 

somewhere someone is kind when others are unkind, 

somewhere someone shares with another in need,  

somewhere someone refuses to hate, while others hate,  

somewhere someone is patient - and waits in love,  
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somewhere someone returns good for evil, 

somewhere someone serves another, in love,  

somewhere someone is calm in a storm,  

somewhere someone is loving everybody.  

Help that someone to be me. Amen.  
                                                    

*Hymn                     “Happy Hallelujah Christmas Song” 

          Refrain:  Sing a happy hallelujah Christmas song, 

Clap your hands, come on sing along! 

Ha-ha- hallelujah, sing for joy, 

sing a happy song to the Baby Boy. 

Jesus, Jesus, little, bitty Baby lying on the hay; 

Jesus. Jesus, I want to praise you every day. (R)  
 

CENTRING  

Centering Silence                                                      Davidson Loehr, adapted 

Let us prepare a manger in our hearts 

for the birth of the sacred. 
For something sacred needs to be born: 

born from the joining of what is, and what might be. 

Let us remind ourselves it is a hopeful world, 

with a future yet to be constructed, a future 

wanting to enlist builders of a better tomorrow. 
This is the season when angels tell us 

that something sacred wants to be born. 

But it needs a manger. 

Let us prepare a manger in our hearts 

for the birth of the sacred.   
A moment for silent reflection                                                                     
 

Choir Selection  
 

EXPLORING 
In the reading of scripture may God’s Word be heard; 

In the meditations of our hearts, may God’s Word be known; 

and in the faithfulness of our lives, may God’s Word be shown. 

Readings from Our Faith Tradition  

Isaiah 7:10-16; Matthew 1:18-25   
 

*Hymn                      “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”                             48 
 

Reflection 
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AFFIRMATION 

We Offer Our Gifts - *Offertory - *Prayer                                       544 

In gratitude and humble trust 

we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love 

with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 

in Jesus Christ, your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day 

until life’s work is done. 
 

SCATTERING 

*Hymn                             “What Child Is This”                                    74 
            

*Blessing for the Way          
 

*Sung Benediction             “Go Now In Peace”        

 

 

 

 

This morning’s bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of 

Edwin and Elsie Henry 

by Marilyn and Ted 

 

        

Coming Up at St. Andrew’s… 

December 24, 7pm: Christmas Eve Family Service - Join us for this 

uplifting, upbeat service as we celebrate the birth of Christ into our lives 

and our world. 
 

December 24, 11pm: Christmas Eve Ecumenical Communion Service 

We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion as we mark this 

wondrous night with family, friends and neighbours at Knox Presbyterian 

Church. 
 

December 29,10:30am: The Stories Behind the Carols - The 

Christmas celebrations continue! Come as you are – whether you’d like 

to wear your new Christmas jammies, or your favorite pair of jeans, or 

your best Sunday suit - bring your favorite new toy and gather with us 

around the Christmas tree for this all-ages service. We’ll sing songs,  

listen to stories, and celebrate the day with friends, family, and 

neighbours. 
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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Ministers of Music: Sue Richards & Beverley Little 

Clergy: Rev. Christine Johnson, BFA, M.Div (Hons) 

Church Study: 1985 Route 3, Harvey Station   Tel: 366-3220 

email: rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
For thousands of years, Indigenous people have walked on this land,  

their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. 
 

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the  

Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq peoples and acknowledge  

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FOODBANK SUNDAY is the last Sunday of the month. Locally, our 

ongoing support of the Food Banks is vital. Offerings of food and financial 

support enable many people to have access to the food they need.  
 

Children are an important part of our church community and are always 

welcome in worship. There are children’s bulletins for active minds and 

bodies located at the entrance of the sanctuary. There is also a children’s 

corner for those who would like to build or colour. Our nursery, located across 

the hall from the St. James Room, is available to our youngest members and 

their grown-ups and is equipped with a washroom and changing table. And we 

welcome children of all ages to join us for Sunday School each Sunday 

September to June. Nice to see you! We are glad you are here! 
 

Ways you can support our ministry at St. Andrew’s United Church  

Sign up to be a Sunday morning reader or to lend a hand with Sunday school. 

Come to one of our monthly gatherings like Theology on Tap or Coffee and 
Conversation. Sing in the choir. Like and share our Facebook posts. Use PAR 

(Pre-Authorized Remittance) for sharing financial gifts. There are lots of ways 
to support our shared ministry. Together we make a difference. For more info 

contact Rev. Christine at rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com  or 366-3220 
 

We have a Facebook page! 
You can find us at www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey 

mailto:rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey

