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If you are curious and have come to explore... 

If you are weary and have come to rest... 

If you are grateful and have come to give thanks... 

If you are hurting and have come for solace.... 

If you are listening and have come to pray... 

If you are seeking and have come to join fellow seekers... 
 

PJILA’SI ❖ WELCOME ❖ BIENVENUE 
 

December 15th, 2019 
Advent 3 ~ Joy 
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GATHERING 

Gathering Music                            the asterisk * indicates rising in body or spirit 
 

Words of Welcome & 'This Week' at St. Andrew’s  
Notices, birthdays and anniversaries, significant events, Candle of Concern 
 

Entry into the Celebration 

Children and pensioners,  

friends and strangers: 

We come to God’s house.  
 

In good times and bad times,  

in light and in darkness: 

We come to God’s house. 
 

Seeking God’s wisdom,  

asking God’s blessing: 

We come to God’s house. 
 

*Gathering Song              “Hark the Glad Sound”                            29 v1 

Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes, 

the saviour promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

and every voice a song. 
 

*Gathering Words 

Children, turn to the nearest grown-up and, on the count of three, 

whisper: ‘It’s almost time.’ OK, 1, 2, 3 ... (‘It’s almost time.’)  
 

Grown-ups, turn to the nearest child and, on the count of three, whisper: 

‘I know.’ OK, 1, 2, 3 ... (‘I know.’)  
 

Soon it will be the night when the star shines overhead, and the angels 

sing their song.  
 

Soon it will be the night when the shepherds leave their fields in search 

of the most precious lamb; and soon the wise will set off on a journey 

that would take them home a different way.  
 

Soon it will be the night when a baby draws his first breath, and then 

breathes peace on everyone and everything he met, even to today.  
 

Open the eyes of your heart, look heavenward and expect the star. It’s 

almost time, you know ... Let us worship God.  
 

*Hymn                      “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”                              46 
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Gathering Prayer  

It’s almost time, you know, for the birth and the beginning.  
 

Waiting for any child is all mystery: 

will he have my mouth, your nose, 

granny’s chin, Uncle Bob’s sense of humour? 

Will she sing like her brother, or play soccer like her sister?  

Voice imagined, face dreamt of ...  
 

Jesus child, 

who will you be, awaited one? 

For your parentage is doubtful, 

but it is said that your father is so very creative  

and your mother is the Spirit of all life. 

If the stories are true, you live in each of us, 

and show yourself in the most unexpected places.  
 

Who will you be,  

where will you find us,  

when you come 

and slip in beside?  
 

Jesus Christ, truth upon whom we wait,  

we pray that we see you for who you are  

and that we welcome you.  
 

When you stand in the shoes of the poor, 

we pray that we do not react with disdain or condescension;  

when you come as a stranger, 

we hope that we are not immediately suspicious; 

when you look up at us with the face of a child, 

we pray that we are patient and kind, 

and remember what it’s like to be new to the planet.  
 

As we wait for your birth, 

as we wonder how and who you’ll be this time, 

we pray that we never stop looking for you in the world you love.  
 

When we fail, 

forgive and turn us round; 

when we wander down wrong paths, 

guide our steps back. 

As we live with waiting and watching and wondering,  

may we always be open to you.  

It’s almost time, you know. Amen.  

GROWING WITH GOD 
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We Mark Our Advent Journey ~ Joy: The Shepherds Show Us the Way 
 

We sing:                              “Hope Is a Star”                                       7 v3 
 

Telling the Story Together… 
                                                    

*Hymn                     “Happy Hallelujah Christmas Song” 

          Refrain:  Sing a happy hallelujah Christmas song, 

Clap your hands, come on sing along! 

Ha-ha- hallelujah, sing for joy, 

sing a happy song to the Baby Boy. 

Jesus, Jesus, little, bitty Baby lying on the hay; 

Jesus. Jesus, I want to praise you every day. (R)  

 

Centering Silence  
A moment for silent reflection                                                                     
 

Choir Selection  
 

LITANY OF THE CHRISTINGLE 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Stand up, stand up  

Stand up, stand up  

Turn around  

Turn around  

From the east come oranges  

From the east come oranges  

Sweet and round  

sweet and round  
 

Fanfare, then music as the oranges are processed into the worship space. After they are 

brought to the communion table, one orange is delivered to the worship leader.  
 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Sit down, sit down  

Sit down, sit down  

On your seat  

On your seat  

Smile at your neighbours  

Smile at your neighbours  

Stamp your feet  

Stamp your feet  
 

Words about the orange:  

The orange represents the world: the world held lovingly in God’s hands 

– from the very beginning of time, and every day and every night until 

forever ...  
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Now take your orange out of your bag and hold it gently in the palm of 

your hand. Think about how fragile the world is ... and about ways you 

can help to take care of it, and everybody who lives upon the planet.  
 

Prayer  

Loving God of us all, 

thank you for the whole world, 

of which we are just a little part. 

Help us to love it and take care of it: 

hills and valleys, streams and seas; 

places we dream of visiting 

and places we know like the back of our hand.  
 

Living God of us all, 

thank you for the whole world, 

of which we are just a little part. Help us to love it and take care of it:  

birds and beasts, wild things that roam 

and pets who are part of the family; 

funny-looking creepy-crawlies that swarm and sweep  

and group together in their thousands; 

fantastic creatures that the world will never see again,  

if we don’t look after them.  
 

Loving, living God of us all, 

thank you for the whole world, 

of which we are just a little part. 

Help us to love it and take care of it: 

people all over the planet – 

short and tall, fat and skinny, dark and pale – 

you made us all so wonderfully different – 

what a thoughtful, creative thing to do. 

You have given us family, 

next-door neighbours, best friends, 

strangers we’ve never met and aren’t likely to; we’ve been blessed with 

people we love and like and people who get right up our noses. 

We’re all part of the world 

and not one of us is more or less important to you.  

Amen  
 

 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Stand up, stand up  

Stand up, stand up  

Turn your head  
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Turn your head  

From the north come ribbons  

From the north come ribbons  

Bright and red  

Bright and red  
 

Fanfare, then music as the ribbons are processed into the worship space. After they are 

brought to the communion table, one ribbon is delivered to the worship leader.  
 

We sing                                                                                                 tune Frère Jacques 

Sit down, sit down  

Sit down, sit down  

On your seat  

On your seat  

Wink at your neighbours  

Wink at your neighbours  

Stamp your feet  

Stamp your feet  
 

Words about the ribbon:  

The red ribbon represents the love of God shown to us in Jesus. With 

Jesus, there are no exceptions: no one is ever left out, no one forgotten or 

made to feel unimportant. God’s love holds everybody together and we 

are all one big family.  
 

Now, take out your ribbon and hold it up. Think of all the people in the 

world who need to be wrapped up in love and care. Now, put your ribbon 

round your world, and when you do, think of someone special you want 

to remember: it can be someone who’s been on your mind, or it can be 

people in a place where folk are hungry or hurting. You can say their 

name or the place out loud, or just whisper it to God. When you have 

finished, hold your orange up ...  
 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Stand up, stand up  

Stand up, stand up  

Turn your feet  

Turn your feet  

From the west come raisins  

From the west come raisins  

Currants, sweets  

Currants, sweets  
 

Fanfare, then music as the fruit and sweets are processed into the worship space. After 

they are brought to the communion table, some fruit and sweets are delivered to the 

worship leader.  
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We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Sit down, sit down  

Sit down, sit down  

On your seat  

On your seat  

Wave at your neighbours  

Wave at your neighbours  

Stamp your feet  

Stamp your feet  
 

Words about the fruits and sweets:  

The fruits and sweets represent the wonderful gifts that God has 

showered over all the earth.  
 

Take out the fruits and sweets. As you place them on the cocktail stick, 

like so, think about all the wonderful foods you’ve eaten – and then turn 

to your neighbour and tell them what your favourite food is ... Think 

about us sharing the gifts of the earth so that everybody has enough, and 

how you might be able to help people in the world and in your 

neighbourhood who are hungry. Talk about that with your neighbour ...  

We place the fruits and sweets on the four sides of the orange, like this, 

as a way of remembering that the gifts of the globe are meant for 

everyone: people in all four corners of God’s earth are entitled to food, 

water, shelter ...  
 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Stand up, stand up  

Stand up, stand up  

Turn round tight  

Turn round tight  

From the south come candles  

From the south come candles  

Burning bright  

Burning bright  
 

Fanfare, then music as the candle is processed into the worship space. After the large 

candle is brought to the communion table, a small unlit candle is delivered to the worship 

leader. After delivering it, the element-bearer goes to the Reader’s lectern.  
 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Sit down, sit down  

Sit down, sit down  

On your seat  

On your seat  

Blow a kiss at your neighbours  
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Blow a kiss at your neighbours  

Stamp your feet  

Stamp your feet  
 

Words about the candle:  

OK, now to complete your Christingle, first place the aluminum foil into 

the centre-cut of your orange, like this. Then take your candle and fit it 

into your orange.  
 

The candle represents Jesus, the Light of the world. Jesus is the light that 

shines in the darkness. The light that cannot be put out.  
 

Now hold your finished Christingle high, remembering dark places in the 

world and people in need of hope: the light of God in the bleakness that 

can sometimes threaten to swallow them up.  
 

Now hear some ancient words about Jesus:  

Reading: John 1:1–5  
 

We sing…                                                                           tune Frère Jacques 

Oranges, ribbons  

Oranges, ribbons  

Candles, sweets  

Candles, sweets  

Our Christingles  

Our Christingles  

Are complete  

Are complete  
 

Stand up, sit down  

Stand up, sit down  

Steady now  

Steady now  

Up! Turn round slowly  

Up! Turn round slowly  

Take a bow  

Take a bow  
 

Hymn                                “Away in a Manger”                                      69 

AFFIRMING 

We Offer Our Gifts - *Offertory - *Prayer                                       544 

In gratitude and humble trust 

we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share your love 

with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 
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in Jesus Christ, your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day 

until life’s work is done. 
 

SCATTERING            

*Hymn                               “Joy to the World”                                        59 
 

*Blessing for the Way          
 

*Sung Benediction           “Go Now In Peace”        

        
 

This morning's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of 

grandparents Jack & Violet Durick and Margrete Frank by Sabina Little 
 

 

Following worship this morning, there will be chicken pot pie, rolls 

and sweets in the CE Centre for lunch. Free will offering. 
 

Coming Up at St. Andrew’s… 
Poinsettias: You are invited to purchase and bring a poinsettia to be 

placed in the sanctuary “in honor or memory of someone.” Please fill out 

the dedication form at the back of the sanctuary by December 15th to 

have your message appear on the dedication list being published in the 

December 19th and December 24th bulletins.  
 

December 19, 7pm: Longest Night Service  

If you are curious and need a place to explore... 

If you are weary and need a place to rest... 

If you are grateful and need a place to give thanks... 

If you are hurting and need a place for solace.... 

If you are listening and need a place to pray... 

If you are seeking and need a place to join fellow seekers...  

This service is for you 
 

December 24, 7pm: Christmas Eve Family Service - Join us for this 

uplifting, upbeat service as we celebrate the birth of Christ into our lives 

and our world. 
 

December 24, 11pm: Christmas Eve Ecumenical Communion Service 

We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion as we mark this 

wondrous night with family, friends and neighbours at Knox Presbyterian 

Church. 
 

December 29,10:30am: The Stories Behind the Carols - The 

Christmas celebrations continue! Come as you are – whether you’d like 
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to wear your new Christmas jammies, or your favorite pair of jeans, or 

your best Sunday suit - bring your favorite new toy and gather with us 

around the Christmas tree for this all-ages service. We’ll sing songs,  

listen to stories, and celebrate the day with friends, family, and 

neighbours. 
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ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Ministers of Music: Sue Richards & Beverley Little 

Clergy: Rev. Christine Johnson, BFA, M.Div (Hons) 

Church Study: 1985 Route 3, Harvey Station   Tel: 366-3220 

email: rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com 
 

Acknowledgement of Traditional Territory 
For thousands of years, Indigenous people have walked on this land,  

their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. 
 

We are gathered on the unceded traditional territory of the  

Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq peoples and acknowledge  

their stewardship of this land throughout the ages. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FOODBANK SUNDAY is the last Sunday of the month. Locally, our 

ongoing support of the Food Banks is vital. Offerings of food and financial 

support enable many people to have access to the food they need.  
 

Children are an important part of our church community and are always 

welcome in worship. There are children’s bulletins for active minds and 

bodies located at the entrance of the sanctuary. There is also a children’s 

corner for those who would like to build or colour. Our nursery, located across 

the hall from the St. James Room, is available to our youngest members and 

their grown-ups and is equipped with a washroom and changing table. And we 

welcome children of all ages to join us for Sunday School each Sunday 

September to June. Nice to see you! We are glad you are here! 
 

Ways you can support our ministry at St. Andrew’s United Church  

Sign up to be a Sunday morning reader or to lend a hand with Sunday school. 

Come to one of our monthly gatherings like Theology on Tap or Coffee and 
Conversation. Sing in the choir. Like and share our Facebook posts. Use PAR 

(Pre-Authorized Remittance) for sharing financial gifts. There are lots of ways 
to support our shared ministry. Together we make a difference. For more info 

contact Rev. Christine at rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com  or 366-3220 
 

We have a Facebook page! 
You can find us at www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey 

mailto:rev.christinejohnson@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsHarvey

